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Curriculum Intent

The overarching aim of the Modern Foreign Languages curriculum at Hartford Junior School is for pupils to
foster an interest and appreciation for other cultures as they learn to understand and express themselves
with increasing confidence in French. Our intention is to provide a relevant, broad, vibrant and ambitious
foreign languages curriculum that will inspire and excite our pupils, using a wide variety of age-appropriate
topics and themes.

The intent is that all pupils will develop a genuine interest and positive curiosity about foreign languages,
finding them enjoyable and stimulating. Learning a second language will also offer pupils the opportunity to
explore relationships between language and identity, develop a deeper understanding of other cultures and
the world around them with a better awareness of self, others and cultural differences. The intention is that
they will be working towards becoming life-long language learners and global citizens.

National Curriculum Aims and Objectives
Pupils should be taught to:

o listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and
responding

e explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the
spelling, sound and meaning of words

e engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to

those of others; seek clarification and help

speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures

develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they

are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases

present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences

read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing

appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language

broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary

write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly

describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing

Curriculum Implementation

All pupils learn French for no less than 30 minutes per week with a specialist language teacher. We use the
Language Angels scheme of work and resources together with authentic French books, songs and games to
deliver lessons that appeal to our pupils. Children will progressively acquire, use and apply a growing bank
of vocabulary, language skills and grammatical knowledge organised around age-appropriate topics and
themes - building blocks of language into more complex, fluent and authentic language. Lessons offering
appropriate levels of challenge and stretch will be taught to ensure that pupils learn effectively, continuously
building on their knowledge. Children will build on previous knowledge gradually as their foreign language
lessons continue to recycle, revise and consolidate previously learnt language whilst building on all four
language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Knowledge and awareness of required and
appropriate grammar concepts will be taught throughout all units at all levels of challenge. Grammar is
integrated and taught discreetly throughout all appropriate units.

Units are progressive within themselves as subsequent lessons within a unit build on the language and
knowledge taught in previous lessons. As pupils progress though the lessons in a unit they will build their
knowledge and develop the complexity of the language they use. We think of the progression within the 6
lessons in a unit as ‘language Lego’. We provide blocks of language knowledge and, over the course of a 6-
week unit, encourage pupils to build more complex and sophisticated language structures with their blocks
of language knowledge.




Curriculum Impact

Each subsequent lesson within a unit is progressive and units increase in level of challenge. Activities contain
progressively more text and lessons have more content as the children become more confident and ambitious
with the foreign language they are learning.

Early Learning units start at basic houn and article level and will teach pupils how to formulate short phrases.
By the time pupils reach Progressive units they will be exposed to much longer text and will be encouraged
to formulate their own, more personalised responses based on a much wider bank of vocabulary, linguistic
structures and grammatical knowledge. They will be able to create longer pieces of spoken and written
language and are encouraged to use a variety of conjunctions, adverbs, adjectives, opinions and
justifications.

Pupils will continuously build on their previous knowledge as they progress in their foreign language learning
journey through the primary phase. Previous language will be recycled, revised, recalled and consolidated
whenever possible and appropriate.

Pupils will be aware of their own learning goals and progression as each unit offers a pupil friendly overview
so that all pupils can review their own learning at the start and at the end of each unit. They will know and
will be able to articulate if they have or have not met their learning objectives and can keep their unit learning
intention sheets and unit core vocabulary sheets as a record of what they have learnt from unit to unit and
from year to year.

Assessment

Formative assessment is used to support and challenge children appropriately and to inform future planning.
The opportunity to assess pupil learning and progression in the key language skills (speaking, listening,
reading and writing) and against the 12 DfE Languages Programme of Study for Key Stage 2 attainment
targets is also provided at the end of each 6-week teaching unit. This assessment data can be used to ensure
teaching is targeted and appropriate for each pupil, class and year group.

Equal Opportunities and SEN

All children irrespective of ability or special educational need, should be taught a foreign language. Every
child has the statutory right to a broad and balanced curriculum.

A child with SEN should be actively encouraged to participate fully in MFL lessons with the necessary support
and appropriate differentiation.

Teaching modern foreign languages is a vital way to directly address pupil perceptions and potential
stereotypes. It allows us to actively promote positive attitudes and values towards cultural and or religious
diversity and to directly tackle any form of cultural and negative stereotyping.

PREVENT Duty (April 2019)

Section 58. All publicly-funded schools in England are required by law to teach a broad and balanced
curriculum which promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and
prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life. They must also promote
community cohesion.

Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed when necessary but at least every 3 years and in the light of any changes or

developments in terms of statutory requirements.
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